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drives, and rides in the country, makes them the means of leading the Duke from pleasure to work. With his peculiar versatility and his rare talent for presenting the useful in the garb of the beautiful he may on such occasions have inspired the Duke with an interest in the improvement of the roads, the care of fields and forests, and the promotion of trade and industry. In this way we can understand his writing to Johanna Fahlmer, in February, 1776: "I am just beginning to get acquainted with the country, and this of itself affords me great pleasure. It is also giving the Duke a love of work."
Who saw this beneficent labour of Goethe's? The scattered seed was only germinating; it needed time to grow and become visible. Meanwhile the world saw nothing but all the mischief which Goethe had apparently wrought. It saw how the Duke was undermining his health by his irregular life and, as was also whispered about, by his immoderate drinking; it saw how he risked life and limb for no other reason than to spend his rage on horseback; how the business of state was at a standstill; how old and meritorious officials were set aside; how the income of the Duke, instead of being employed in dignified Court representation, was squandered in drinking and gaming; and how the young Duchess was mourning in solitude over her unhappy marriage. All this with sensational additions was borne from mouth to mouth and told abroad, and the blame for it all was thrown on Goethe. For he was the older and more sensible, and a bosom friend, and only after his arrival had the crazy doings begun. Openly and secretly, from Weimar and from abroad, came warnings, admonitions, pleadings. Finally even the singer of the Messias allowed himself to be persuaded to write a "friendly letter" to Goethe, in which he said: " Let me not begin by saying that I know it on good authority; for without good authority I should certainly remain silent. Do not think, either, that I intend to preach to you with regard to your conduct; nor that I judge you harshly, because you perchance have other views than mine on certain subjects.